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Subcommittee on Ground Water 
Monday June 17, 2019  

Draft Minutes 

Conference Call 

USGS Headquarters, Reston, VA 

 

 

 
 

Time 

 

Topic 

 

Discussion 
Leader 

Noon Welcome and Attendance 

• Bill Cunningham, federal co-chair, USGS representative*  

• Bob Schreiber, non-federal co-chair, ASCE representative* 

• Lauren Schapker, executive secretary, NGWA 

• Brandon Kernen, ASDWA representative, Darrel Osterhoudt, 

alternate* 

• Cary Betz, State Representative* 

• Chris Carlson, Forest Service* 

• Dave Langseth, NGWA representative* 

• Kara Goodwin, EPA representative*  

• Mary Musick, GWPC representative*  

• Dave Wunsch, AASG representative*  

• Jeffrey Davis, Barr  

• Treasure Bailley, EPA Region 8 

• Tim Parker, Parker Groundwater 

• Daryll Pope, USGS 

• Dave Larson, Retired, IL St. Geo Survey 

• Joe Fillingham and/or Marian Singer, Wellntel 

• Rick Copeland, FL DEP 

• Candice Hopkins, USGS 

• Alice McCarthy, USGS 

• Tom Nicholson, NRC 

• Lily Barkau, WY DEQ 

• Luke Buckley, MT Bureau of Mines and Geology  

• Chuck Schalk, USGS 

• Joe Williams, US EPA ORD 

• John LaFave, MT Bureau of Mines and Geology 

• Alan Kolok, University of Idaho 

• Dan Sullivan, DFO, USGS acting ACWI Coordinator 

• Kris McSwain, USGS 
Others 

• Johanna Kovarik, Forest Service 

• Lori Huntoon, ASTM 

• Joe Gurrieri, USFS 

• Adrienne Bartlewitz, USGS 

• Kathleen Fultz, Water Quality Association 

• Adam Hobson, In-Situ 

• Chuck Job, NGWA  

• Chad Wagner, USGS 

Bob 
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12:05 Call Purpose 
1. Status Report:  ACWI Update  

2. Status Report:  Cooperative Agreements 

3. Status Report:  NGWMN Portal  

4. SOGW Workgroups 
5. Secondary Hydrogeologic Regions of the Conterminous United 

States 

6. Next SOGW F2F Meetings 
7. Outreach Report  

 

Bob 

 Business Portion  

12:07 P Approval of agenda – additions/deletions  (Attachment 1) 
 

Agenda was approved without revision. 

 
Expected Outcome:  Approve agenda 

Bob 

12:09 P Approval of previous minutes   (Attachment 2) 

 

Minutes approved with modification from Mary Musick. 
 

Expected Outcome:  Approve minutes 

Bob 

 SOGW Work Items  

12:10 P Status Report:  ACWI Update 

• ACWI Membership  
 

Dan noted he will no longer be Acting ACWI Coordinator.  Kris McSwain 

has accepted the position as ACWI Coordinator.  
 

Expected Outcome: Information Exchange 

Bob/Dan 
 

12:11 P Status Report:  Cooperative Agreements 

• Existing cooperative agreements 

• New proposals/Award status  

• Changes to 2020 Program Announcement 

 
Daryll reported his team is working on updating data provider pages.  A 

volunteer is assisting with this project throughout the summer.  

 
For FY2019, Office of Acquisition and Grants should have awards 

announced by mid-July in advance of project start dates.  Round 2 of 

funding closed 5/31.  11 new proposals were submitted, including 1 new 

data provider.  The Program Board is reviewing the proposals this week.  
 

The award timeline for the second round of funding proposals should 

ideally be made by the end of the 2019 calendar year. 
 

Program Board met to review the revised Program Announcement.  

Changes to the announcement were submitted for secretarial clearance on 

5/22.  
 

Pending approval, the 2020 Program Announcement should be released in 

mid-September and will remain open for longer than in years past.  

Daryll  
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Bob asked how best can the SOGW help to recruit new data providers.  

Daryll said it would be helpful to talk about with the SOGW closer to 

September.  He would also like to make an outreach effort on the user side 
to try to get additional agencies or academics who use the data to answer 

questions and drive use of the NGWMN. 

 

Daryll flagged this topic for additional discussion on the August 
conference call.  

 

Expected Outcome: Information Exchange 

12:25 P Status Report:  NGWMN Portal  

• Status of ongoing work 

• Upcoming work  

 

Candice reported that updates to the statistics service are in the process of 

being finalized.  Her team realized certain data providers most recent 
results were not refreshing, so they’re trouble-shooting  to identify the 

issue.  Because data providers are owners of the data, problems can arise 

that make it challenging for USGS to track down and identify where the 
disruption is (i.e. extra decimal points being added or modifications to 

server web addresses).   

 
As Candice’s team modifies the standards that data providers are held to, 

this will help fix the problem in the long-term. The SOGW will be able to 

test the pilot before it goes live.  

 
Two providers will be coming on soon: Florida DEP and Washington 

DNR.  

 
Mary asked about a transition to the cloud and what difference that could 

have for users and providers.  Candice noted there should be no difference 

because its just a data storage shift.  
 

As a reminder: Alice will be filling in for Candice over the next months.  

 

 
Expected Outcome:  Information Exchange: Recommend approach. 

Candice  

12:30P SOGW Workgroups 

 
Bill reminds the group that because ACWI is under review, existing work 

may continue, since these began prior to the review, but new activities 

cannot be started.  

 

• GW Quantity/Use  (Daryll):  Nothing to report, but a call 
is forthcoming.  There is interest from USGS staff and 

SOGW members to get the group moving. Bob suggested 

someone from USDA would be a good fit too. 

• Groundwater/Surface Water Exchange (Tim)  Mary 
suggested a charter be created and would like to revisit the 

list of potential volunteers.   Kara and Treasure also 

volunteered to assist too.  Bob will look for notes from 

previous meetings to identify volunteers.  

WG Leads 
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• Citizen Science Groundwater Levels or Quality:  This 
workgroup is currently on hold. Bob suggested contacting 

Alan Kolok about participating.  

• GW Modeling (Bill/Bob): Two different objectives:  to 

provide advice to federal agencies, including influencing 
federal model development and applications—at 

MODFLOW and More conference, USGS lead 

MODFLOW developer planted seed for potential 
workgroup members.  Submitted session to NGWA 

Groundwater Week to present USGS groundwater 

modeling developments and to discuss near-term plans.  

•  Federal Remediation Technologies Roundtable     

Meeting, May 22, 2019, -- Potential synergy with the 
SOGW:  Bob reported that the SOGW offered to interact 

with the roundtable and associated agencies in whatever 

way would be appropriate.  Tom Nicholson is acting as 
liaison.  Later this year there should hopefully be a 

presentation to the SOGW, as a part of the GW Modeling 

Workgroup initiatives.  The Roundtable is interested in 

standard approaches to modeling, so the SOGW 
workgroup could be a resource.  

• Mary asked about possible water quality monitoring.  Bob 

noted that this should be added as a key question for the 

workgroups to explore.  
 

Expected Outcome: Information Exchange 

12:40P Next SOGW Meeting 

• Feedback from members—opportunities for collaboration.   

• Where/When? 

 
Bill gave history of previous SOGW meetings and asked for feedback 

from the group about timing and location for additional meetings.  Mary 

provided background on upcoming GWPC meetings that could have 
opportunities for SOGW meeting.   They will be having a meeting in 

February with a location to be determined, somewhere on the Gulf Coast, 

and will be open to hosting SOGW at that time.  Bill noted data providers 
could also serve as a site for a future meeting.  

 

 

 
 

 Expected Outcome: Information Exchange 

Bill 

12:48P Future Agenda Items 
 

Bill announced upcoming presentations or topics for future calls: 

 

July:  Internet of Water (Peter Colohan, Executive Director for IoW, Duke 
University) 

August:  Secondary Hydrogeologic Regions of the Conterminous United 

States (USGS) 
 

Bob noted USGS is looking into whether the presentations can be recorded 

for those unable to participate in the next meeting.   
 

Bill  
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Expected Outcome: Information Exchange 

12:50 P Outreach Report  

 Upcoming Outreach: 

• GWPC Annual Forum, September 15-17, 2019, Oklahoma City, 

OK:  Mary provided an overview of some of the highlights, 
including water quality sessions. 

• Groundwater Week, December 3-5, 2019  Las Vegas, NV Bill 

noted the details for a possible meeting are still under 

development. 

• AASG Annual Meeting recap will be provided on a future call.  
 

Other past or upcoming events to share? 

Bob 

 
Mary  

 

 
Bob 

 Adjourn  

1:00 P Next Meeting—Monday, July 15, 2019 Bob 

   

   

 

 

Status of New Directions SOGW Workgroups 

Group topic Group lead Group status 

GW Quantity and Usage Daryll Pope Pending ACWI approval; may adjust based on future 
Subcommittee? The group is not interested in playing 

a role in citizen science, however it will work to 

ensure groundwater in a part of the conversation in 

water use discussions.  They will also provide advice 
on groundwater use data collection. 

Citizen Science Bill Cunningham Pending ACWI approval; initial stages.  While the 

federal government can play an important role in 
“intellectual infrastructure” this is predominantly a 

local topic.  The group will keep in touch with the 

NWQMC’s voluntary monitoring group. 

GW/SW Interaction Tim Parker  Pending ACWI approval; have had initial calls.  
Discussed educational importance and the importance 

of mapping or overlays to better demonstrate a 

connection.   Groundwater dependent ecosystems.  
Terminology was also discussed in determining 

groundwater’s interest in surface water.  Encourage 

interagency collaboration.   

GW Modeling Bill Cunningham Pending ACWI approval; still seeking volunteers 
(Cunningham, Schreiber, Job, Davis, Nicholson, 

USGS staff….).  Strawman charter started.  

Coordination with NGWA and others is ongoing.  WG 
can influence federal model development and 

applications, and play a role in enhancing 

communication between modelers and others. 

Outreach?   

 


